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Chapter 1 by bryan dopp 

No news is good news. Ahmed awoke to a quiet sound of wind blowing through the gaps in the 
bomb blasted apartment in Homs, Syria. He started a small charcoal fire to prepare his morning 
tea, as he began to mull over the events of the previous weeks. The cease fire that had begun 
two weeks ago was intermittently interrupted by minor clashes, but life had seemingly begun to 
immitate a semblance of normalcy, which he was now trying to adjust to. 
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